Standing Committee of the

Council of University Classical Departments
MINUTES
for the 162nd meeting of the Standing Committee,

to be held on Monday 4 November 2024, at 2 pm, via Teams
1. Apologies for absence and welcome
In attendance: Annelies Cazemier; James Corke-Webster; Maria Fragoulaki; Owen Hodkinson; Talitha Kearey; Sian Lewis; Helen Lovatt; Nick Lowe; Thomas Nelson; Elizabeth Pender; Polly Stoker; Bunny Waring
Apologies: Leonardo Costantini, Katherine Harloe; Jennifer Ingleheart, Rosanna Omitowoju; Cressida Ryan.
2. Minutes of the 161st meeting, held on Thursday, 29 February 2024 (Appendix 1)
Two corrections: “Annelies” rather than “Annalies”; Maria Fragoulaki was present at the previous meeting. Minutes otherwise approved.
3. Matters arising from the minutes
The proposed in person National Subject Day is happening on the 16th December 2024. A similar language teaching event might be the next desideratum. After consultation with the CA, there is also now a Classics Festival planned. The Chair had raised the question of CA funding, and also expressed solidarity with PGR concerns over teaching availability.
4. Chair’s report
a. Humanities Summit 
The Chair attended the Humanities Summit which had been useful. The government’s attitude and consultation seem broadly positive, a broad response from Classicists to make sure the subject was well-represented will be crucial (see below 13).
b. AHA business
Current pressure on Post-92s continued; campaign training is available from some successful cases of resistance.
c. CDG business
See above on the cost of CA and the Classics Festival. The CA is launching two competitions; see here. Can we run further events, perhaps over Easter next year? BW offered to share details of the North-East event; MF of recent Being Human activities. Arlene Holmes-Henderson has resuscitated the PPG in Support of Classics.
d. REF panel planning

After the Open Access Consultation, the requirement for monographs to be open access has been withdrawn for the next REF (but possibly not thereafter). The next REF-related activity will be recommendations for / appointments of Panel Chairs. 
e. Priorities for new Chair

The Chair invited SC members to contact her with suggestions for the priorities of the new Chair (to be elected at the coming Council meeting) 
5. Impact of UK HE Financial crisis on Classics

2 or 3 UK Universities have so far had voluntary redundancy schemes, but for the moment Classics seems not to have been targeted. BW, MF, PS, AC and EP offered local updates. It remains to be seen what the impact of the just-announced rise in tuition fees would be.
6. PG matters

PGRs continue to be exercised by the lack of teaching opportunities. The possibility of either local or national pedagogical workshops was discussed as a partial replacement for actual teaching experience. Might this be part of the ICS’ remit?
7. Preparations for CUCD Elections

Update from OH: elections will take place as usual in the November Council meeting; every open role has at least one nomination so all will be filled. The following are coming to the end of the term: Chair: Helen Lovatt, Jennifer Ingleheart, Sarah Cullinan-Herring (served 1 year before moving to USA, so no longer at a member institution); PGR Rep Bunny Waring, but seeking re-election). The Chair offered formal thanks to OH for his ongoing work here.
8. Update from CUCD Treasurer

RO has sent reminders to all contacts about their contributions. CUCD faces no immediate financial pressures. 
9. Update from CUCD Education Committee

EP had circulated a document with details of submissions; one award had been made, to the “MINOTAUR (Mental Illness and NeurOdiversiTy Academic sUppoR)” project. The number of submissions prompts questions about the current criteria; SC confirmed that EP had remit as Chair to amend as she sees fit (i.e. that awards will only be to projects concerning pedagogy in tertiary education). Similarly, EP will draft terms of reference for the committee, to be ratified at Council. 
10. Update from CUCD EDI Committee

TK confirmed that the new co-chairs (TK & SL) intended to make greater use of their large committee (c.15 members) via greater delegation. They are currently working to improve links to other organisations in the same space while they figure out what larger project they want to work on. 
11. Update on CUCD Bulletin

TN reported that after a slower start pieces were flowing, with various obituaries, a piece on AI, another on outreach, and a guide to UK PGCE in Classics training options. 
12. Update on Open Access matters
N/A – see note on REF above
13. Curriculum Review consultation response (to be circulated)
The government is running a large curriculum review; the CA has already done a lot of work here. See 4a above. 
14. Subject Day plans (ICS 16 Dec)
The link to the day’s programme is here.
15. Update from ICS

N/A

16. AOB
N/A
17.  Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be determined by means of a Doodle poll.
