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Anastasia (“Ana”) Healey, 1932-2014 
 

 

I o f fered t o w r it e t his obit uary as m y associat ion w it h 

Ana goes back t o 1981 w hen she agreed t o a per iod 

of  a m ont h’s w ork p lacem ent  at  t he Inst it u t e of  

Classical St udies/ Joint  Library of  t he Hellenic and 

Rom an Societ ies as par t  of  m y post graduat e Library 

course in Aberyst w yt h.  Af t er  t he course I obt ained a 

post  in  a business/ law  library and becam e a Subject  

Librar ian but  m y real in t erest s lay in  Classics and I w as 

p leased t o ret urn t o Gordon Square and t ake up t he 

post  of  Library Assist ant  in  1990. Ana had already 

ret ired but  I lat er  heard t hat  she had been very 

suppor t ive of  m y applicat ion.  

 

Anast asia (“Ana”) Healey w as born in Grant ham  int o an ecclesiast ical fam ily, t o  

Mar jory (nee Banks) and Kennet h Healey. Ana’s fat her w as ordained in 1932, 

becom ing Suf f ragan Bishop of  Gr im sby in 1958, and it  w as felt  t hat  she w ould 

receive a suit able educat ion at  a Church of  England Boarding School. At  age 

eight , t herefore, she w as sent  t o Abbot ’s Brom ley School in  St af fordshire, w here 

she w as jo ined by her  sist er  Hilary a few  years lat er . Dur ing t hese years, Ana’s 

in t ellect ual abilit ies becam e clear , as d id her  love of  books and read ing on a w ide 

range of  subject s. Fr iends also rem em ber  her  act ing abilit y and in par t icu lar  her  

sensit ive p laying of  t he t it le role in  Androcles and t he Lion . (A sm all paint ing in 

her  London f lat  show s t he m om ent  w hen she ext ract ed t he t horn f rom  t he 

lion ’s paw .)  Ana w as also know n at  school for  her  sense of  hum our  and 

for t it ude. 

 

Af t er  obt ain ing a Classics degree at  t he Un iversit y of  London’s Bedford College 

in 1953, and fo llow ing t h is w it h a year ’s exper ience in t he Nat ional Library (t hen 

in t he Br it ish Museum ), she com plet ed her  t raining w it h t he Librar ianship course 

at  UCL before ret urn ing t o t he library in  t he Br it ish Museum  unt il 1958. 

Subsequent ly, Ana’s t h ir t y-six year  career  w as spent  ent irely in t he Bloom sbury 

area of  London, at  t he com bined Library of  t h e Inst it u t e of  Classical St udies and 

t he Hellenic and Rom an Societ ies, one of  t he w or ld ’s f inest  Classics Librar ies.
1
 In  

order  t o suppor t  t he t hen Librar ian, Joyce Sout han, Ana w as appoint ed as 

Assist ant  Librar ian on May 1
st
 1958, t w o days af t er  t he Queen Mot her  had opened 

t he building at  it s new  prem ises in Gordon Square.  

 

This post  (and t he t im ing) w as perfect  for  Ana: w hen she joined t he t eam  at  

Gordon Square, t he ICS w as already build ing up a reput at ion as an int ernat ional 

cent re for  Classics, w it h researchers at t ract ed by t he sem inars, t he Library on 

t he f if t h  f loor  and, on t he f loor  above, t he w ell -appoint ed com m on room  w it h 

                                                           
1
 The background to the setting up of the Institute formed the basis of a lecture given by Professor John 

Barron, entitled ‘The Vision Thing: the founding of an Institute’ reprinted in Bulletin of the Institute of Classical 
Studies 43 (1999): 27-39.   A recent article by Professor Brian Sparkes, ‘Classical Associations and Societies in 
the UK’ includes some background to the history of the Hellenic and Roman Societies. Hyperboreus 19 (1-2) 
(2013): 205-213. 
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it s excellent  cof fee and f ine view s f rom  t he balcony garden. Alt hough Ana w as a 

very pr ivat e person, she f it t ed int o t he life of  t he Inst it u t e very w ell and m ade 

long last ing f r iendships w it h colleagues, adm inist rat ive st af f  (in par t icular  Alicia 

Tot o los) and readers. She w as highly approachable by all and t reat ed everyone 

t he sam e f rom  t he m ost  em inent  academ ics t o t he f irst  t im e user . She w as 

involved w it h all aspect s of  library w ork and w as know n for  her  concern for  

det ail and accuracy.  She assist ed Joyce Sout han in a m ajor  pro ject  w hich 

result ed in t he publicat ion of  A survey of  classical periodicals: Union cat alogue of  

periodicals relevant  t o classical st udies in  cert ain Brit ish libraries.  

 

Most  w ill rem em ber  Ana for  her  rem arkable m em ory of  all t he readers’ nam es 

and circum st ances, and for  her  kindness and int erest  in  t heir  lives and w ell -

being.  This, t oget her  w it h her  know ledge of  every book in t he collect ion, w as 

h ighly conducive t o t he f ost er ing of  t he kind of  ‘club’ at m osphere, seldom  

found in librar ies, w hich persist s even t oday and is largely dow n t o Ana’s 

in f luence.   

 

Ana w as delight ed w hen her  god -daught er  Jenny chose t o st udy archaeology 

and so Ana w as able t o be of  som e assist ance w it h reading m at er ial, by 

in t roducing her  t o classical archaeologist s such as Professor  Nicholas 

Coldst ream  and on one occasion lending her  suit able clot hes t o go on a “dig” . 

 

Cartoon redrawn by Hilary Healey. 
Reproduced from CUCD Bulletin 15 
(1986): 21 –  
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She w as a w om an of  great  in t egr it y, and her  kindness and goodness of  hear t  

shone t hrough; yet  she w as not  af raid t o g ive a t icking of f  t o  anyone w ho 

com m it t ed som e library m isdem eanour , w hile at  t he sam e t im e rem ain ing on 

good t erm s w it h t hem .   

 

Follow ing Joyce Sout han’s unexpect ed deat h in  1971, Ana st epped int o t he 

breach as Librar ian in very dem anding circum st ances and kept  t he library on 

course. Over  t he years she dealt  w it h problem s w it h space and st af f  short ages, 

and t he ever  present  f inancial pressures.  Alt hough not  not ed fo r  t he t id iness of  

her  of f ice, Ana had t he kind of  organizat ional m ind w hich m ade her  very adept  

at  m arshalling fact s and inform at ion f rom  her  phenom enal know ledge. 

Test am ent  t o t h is w as t he w onder fu l exhib it ion w hich she m ount ed for  t he 

Hellenic Societ y’s cent enary in  1979, d isplaying snippet s about  em inent  scholars 

t hroughout  it s h ist ory and ot her in t erest ing m em orabilia.   

 

Most  of  Ana’s career  w as spent  in  a pre-com put er ised age so t he arr ival in  1986 

of  Dr  David Packard’s Ibycus com put er  (t he f irst  t o  be used out side t he USA) w as 

a m ajor  event . It  w as p laced in t he ICS Library and enabled scholars t o search 

Classical, Bib lical and Pat r ist ic lit erat ures on CD-ROMs.  This w as t he st ar t  of  a 

new  era for  t he library and fur t her  aut om at ion w as not   far  of f . Ana w as p leased 

t o be able t o delegat e such m at t ers t o her Deput y, Naom i Alvarez. 

 

Dur ing and af t er  her  w orking life Ana t ook an act ive par t  in  m any aspect s of  

London’s cult ural life such as t he t heat re, ballet  and cinem a and eat ing out  w it h 

f r iends. She w as a Fr iend of  t he Br it ish School of  At hens, at t ended lect ures 

w henever  possib le, and enjoyed several organized t r ips t o  Greece. She w as also 

very know ledgeable about  London’s h ist ory, especially in  t he Marylebone area 

Ana Healey (fourth from right – looking out towards the balcony) 
during coffee break, Institute of Classical Studies Common Room, 
Gordon Square, c. 1978. Photographer: Brian Sparkes 
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w here she lived w hile in  t he capit al, and close t o The Hellenic Cent re in 

Paddingt on St reet . 

 

When Ana t ook ear ly ret irem ent  for  fam ily reasons in 1989, char act er ist ically she 

w ant ed t o leave w it h t he m inim um  of  fuss. For t unat ely she w as g iven a send -of f  

w hich she ent irely m er it ed at  a funct ion held on 12
t h
 Decem ber  w hen Oxford 

Professor  Pet er  Parsons delivered t he Ana Healey Lecture ent it led, ‘Readers are 

request ed … t he Ancient  Library and it s problem s’ fo llow ed by a recept ion in t he 

com m on room . In addit ion, an ancient Greek ode in  Pindar ic st yle w as 

com posed by St ephen Inst one in her honour , w hich praised her  dut ifu l care for  

t he Library collect ion.
2
  Ana responded t o all t his w it h her  cust om ary hum ilit y 

and grace, and explained t hat  t he generous leaving g if t  w ould be spent  par t ly 

on her  garden at  her Lincolnshire hom e, and par t ly on a f irst  t r ip  t o Rom e. 

 

I have been great ly assist ed in t h is t ribut e by Ana’s f riends, fam ily  – in  part icular 

Jenny Doole, Brian Sparkes, Anne Wet herley and Elys Varney – and past  and 

present  colleagues, Colin Annis, Paul Jackson and Naom i Alvarez. 

 

Sue Willetts, Inst itute of  Classical Studies 
 

 

                                                           
2
 Reproduced with permission from Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies 36 (1989) and from Stephen’s 

widow, Mrs Shelley Instone. 

http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/6091/1/Parsons-Peter-Ancient-Libraries-Lecture.pdf
http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/6111/1/Ode%20for%20Ana%20Healey%20by%20Stephen%20Instone%20-%20BICS%2036.1.pdf

