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The Future of Postgraduate Training and Skills 

Development 

CA Roundtable Report 

In June 2012 the QAA pub lished new guidelines on the researc h, persona l and 

p rofessiona l skills tra ining  tha t universities should  be p rovid ing  for students on 

researc h programmes (QAA UK Qua lity Code for Higher Educ a tion – Part B: Assuring  

and  enhanc ing ac ademic  qua lity – Chap ter B11: Researc h degrees). These 

guidelines rep lac ed  the 2004 Code of p rac tic e for the assuranc e of ac ademic  

qua lity and  standards in higher educ a tion and  bec ame the referenc e point for the 

purposes of reviews c a rried  out by QAA from June 2013. Chap ter B11 sets out a  
series of 18 ‘ Ind ic a tors’  tha t reflec t sound p rac tic e, and  through whic h higher 

educ a tion p roviders c an demonstra te they a re mee ting  QAA expec ta tions. 

Ind ic a tor 14 requires tha t: 

Researc h students have appropria te opportunities for develop ing 

researc h, persona l and  p rofessiona l skills. Eac h researc h student's 

development needs a re identified  and  agreed  jointly by the student and 

appropria te sta ff a t the sta rt of the degree; these are regula rly reviewed 

and  upda ted  as appropria te. 

The tra ining  to meet these needs is inc reasing ly provided a t institutiona l level, 

through Gradua te Sc hools and  Doc tora l Colleges or simila r. But wha t p rofessiona l 

tra ining  should  and  c ould  be delivered  a t Departmenta l level? Are we adequa tely 

p reparing  our PhDs for future c a reers in and outside ac ademia? Are we p rovid ing 

adequa te tra ining  in anc ient and  modern languages? Are we provid ing  adequa te 

support and  tra ining  to help  our postgradua tes bec ome effec tive lec turers? What 

models of sound  prac tic e exist in the sec tor tha t might be shared  with other 

departments? And  how c an a  c ommitment to develop ing persona l and 
p rofessiona l skills be rec onc iled  aga inst c ompeting  p ressures to ensure tha t researc h 

students c omp lete and  submit on time, a longside financ ia l p ressures tha t require 

students to work and  study pa rt-time? The following papers, based  on p resenta tions 

a t the Nottingham CA Round tab le, address these and  other key questions. 

During  the p lenary d isc ussion a t this round tab le we looked  a t some of the  models of 

good  p rac tic e exist tha t exist in Classic s and  Anc ient History Departments 

interna tiona lly. Ronnie Anc ona  (Professor and  Gradua te Direc tor a t Hunter College, 

New York) generously shared  the following: 

http :/ / apac lassic s.org / educ a tion/ c a reers-for-c lassic ists   

At this link a re d irec tions for download ing the whole doc ument as a  pd f or one c an 

b rowse by sec tion. We have enc ouraged  departments to share this information with 

students and  fac ulty. While some of it is c lea rly a imed  a t the US market, the overa ll 

points may be useful for UK based  PGRs too. It inc ludes some honest words about the 

job  market… 

  

http :/ / www.ac lc lassic s.org / up loads/ assets/ files/ Standards_for_La tin_Teac her_Prepar

a tion.pd f  

http://apaclassics.org/education/careers-for-classicists
http://www.aclclassics.org/uploads/assets/files/Standards_for_Latin_Teacher_Preparation.pdf
http://www.aclclassics.org/uploads/assets/files/Standards_for_Latin_Teacher_Preparation.pdf
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While this doc ument is a imed  a t p reparing  sec ondary sc hool La tin teac hers, it has 

va lue for a ll of us who teac h La tin or p repare (ind irec tly or otherwise) future La tin 

teac hers.  

  

Fina lly, here is a  link to abstrac ts from a  panel Ronnie c o-organized  for APA on 
gradua te educ a tion in pedagogy for PhD students. The papers themselves have 

now been pub lished  in the Paedagogus sec tion of Classic a l World  106 (2012), 103-

129:  

http :/ / apac lassic s.org / educ a tion/ 2012-educ a tion-c ommittee-panel-and -abstrac ts  
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